.RMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


VOL. VI, No. 4 N | \ \ | S APRIL 1951 


D FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


REORGANIZATION 


On 1 April 1951, the Office of the Director, Army Medical 
Library, was reorganized. The old staff position of Assistant to the 
Director was abolished and the new line position of Chief Librarian 
"mgwas established. Mr. Kanardy L. Taylor, who filled the old position, 
Hnow fills the new. 

The Chief Librarian will function as the Director’s Executive 
Officer, and will be responsible for the management and internal 
operation of the Library, All Divisions will report directly to him. 

At the same time, the Chiefs of the Acquisition, Catalog, and 
Reference Divisions were designated Assistant Librarians in their 
respective fields, as an indication of the larger measure of responsi- 
bility for independent action which has been delegated to them, and in 
recognition of the core character of their staff responsibilities. 

An organization chart indicating the new relationship follows: 
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Priating cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medieal Liteary. 
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INDEX COMMITTEE 


The tenth meeting of the Committee of Consultants for the Study 
of the Indexes to Medical Literature Published by the Army Medical 
Library will be held in Washington on 13 April. Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, 
Vice-President of the University of Texas and Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, will preside. The group will inspect the activities involved 
in preparing the Current List of Medical Literature, and will hear 
reports from the staff of the Research Project at Johns Hopkins 
University, which is under the direction of Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, 





OSLER LIBRARY 


The annual meeting of the Board of Curators of the Osler Library 
was held in Montreal on 5 March. Those members of McGill Uni- 
versity attending were as follows: Dr. G. L. Duff, Dean of Medicine; 
Mr. F, C. James, Principal and Vice-Chancellor; Dr. J.S. L.Browne, 
Chairman of the Department of Medicine; and Dr. W. W. Francis, 
Librarian of the Osler Library. Mr. Philip F. Osler, great-nephew 
of Sir William Osler; Dr. C. F. Martin, former Dean of Medicine 
McGill University; Dr. J. F. Fulton, Professor of the History of 
Medicine, Yale University; and Lieutenant Colonel F. B. Rogers, 
Director, Army Medical Library, were the other members of the 
Board also in attendance. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


In the past the Library has been in the curious and unenviable 
position of rendering two Annual Reports, one covering the fiscal 
year, the other the calendar year, At the end of the fiscal year it 
was the custom to gather together all statistical data covering the 
period, and for the Chiefs of Divisions to write narrative reports 
covering the same period; these were assembled, edited, and pub- 
lished in mimeographed form as "Abridgments of Annual Reports." 
The "Abridgments" were distributed to the, Honorary Consultants 
at their annual October meetings, and a few copies were made avail- 
able to others who might be interested. 
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At the same time, by direction of Army Regulations 40-1005, 
the Library, along with all other Army medical installations, was 
required to submit to the Office of the Surgeon General an Annual 
Report covering the calendar year. During the last few years this 
has taken the form of typewritten pages only, with no outside dis- 
tribution, Formerly, the Library’s report became a portion of the 
Annual Report of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army, which last 
appeared in published form in 1941 a Se 


The compilation of any annual report requires a vast amount 
of work; the report is valuable to the producing agency and to the 
higher echelon to which it is responsible in direct proportion to its 
completeness and accuracy. The compilation of two separate annual 
reports, covering different periods, obviously involves a large extra 
burden, for which extra dividends are not readily apparent. Accord- 
ingly, it has been decided that the Army Medical Library henceforth 
will issue but one annual report, that for the calendar year. 


The first such Annual Report, for the year 1950, has just been 
completed, and copies have been multilithed for outside distribution. 
The 1950 report is, for the Army Medical Library, rather formidable 
insofar as size is concerned; it contains 92 pages, including 14 statis- 
tical appendices. In this first Keport, much material contained in 
the last issue of the "Abridgments" necessarily is duplicated; on the 
other hand, the material has been enlarged, revised, and rearranged 
for greater clarity and comprehensiveness. Statistics quoted are 
largely for the fiscal year ending six months previous to the calendar 
year; this arrangement provides greater budget-wise usefulness of 
the Report in the internal economy of the Library, and introduces a 
phased element in the production of the Report which will allow its 
appearance at an earlier date than otherwise would be possible. 


At the close of this fiscal year in June, statistical material 
again will be assembled and mimeographed for the benefit of the 
Honorary Consultants, under the title ‘Statistical Summary, Army 
Medical Library, FY 1951,’’ but no abridged narrative report will 
appear at that time. The next full Report, statistical and narrative, 
will appear following the close of the calendar year. 


“It shall be a vexation only to understand the report’’ 
(Isaiah 28:19). 





The April exhibit will be on 19th century American imprints of 
books for the laity on infant care and hygiene. It will center around © 
"Infant Care," the current publication of the Children's Bureau, 
probably the best known and certainly the most widely distributed 
{26,814,572 copies as of 31 December 1950) of all the books of this type, 


Three full leather bindings, the work of Mr. Jean Eschmann of 
the Library's Bookbinding Studio in Cleveland, were displayed in the 
exhibition of Modern American Bookbinding in the Princeton University 
Library last month. Theexhibition was composed of examples of the 
workmanship of twenty American binders. 


The History of Medicine Division also displayed three rare books) 
from its collection in an exhibition 'Printmakers as _ Illustrators" 
in the Print Gallery of the Cleveland Museum of Art. The display 
was set up to illustrate a lecture on 20 March at the meeting of the 
Print Club of Cleveland, by Dr. Finley Foster, Chairman of the 
Division of English, Western Reserve University, on "Some Inter- 
relations between Literature and Art." 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION CHIEF 


On 21 March 1951, Mr. Joseph Tucker succeeded Mr. Sam W. 
Roberts as Chief of the Library's Administrative Division. Mr. 
Roberts was transferred to an administrative position in the Central 
Intelligence Agency in Washington. Mr. Tucker formerly was Head 
of the Personnel Section. 


ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 


Lieutenant Coionel Rogers addressed the students of the Columbia 
University School of Library Service on 13 March, on the subject of 
"The Army Medical Library - Past and Future." 











